description. Such being admittedly the case, in a semi-popular treatise like this of Mr. Field's, we expected difficulties to be smoothed and descriptions simplified as much as possible. This does not seem to be Mr. Field's opinion ; or, perhaps, his extensive knowledge of the subject has somewhat blinded him to its difficulties and intricacies. The first part, treating of the anatomy and physiology of the ear, is very unsatisfactory. There is no regularity in description, no definite sub-division of the subject. The middle ear, Mr. Field describes as "a small air space with hard bony surroundings he makes no mention of its shape, says nothing about its walls. He confuses the reader by speaking at different places of the " tympanum," the '? drum," the " drum cavity," the " hollow of the drum." Surely an unnecessary multiplicity of terms. The description of the inner ear or labyrinth is also complicated and unsatisfactory. Mr. Field is here candid enough to " recommend a more than cursory perusal of the minute structure of the inner ear only to those who are stout of heart." His head must be more than usually stout, who, entering for the first time the description of the labyrinth, emerges from it with his mental and moral faculties unimpaired. Following the anatomy and physiology, we have the more practical part of the treatise, in which " the causes of deafness," " injuries of the ear," " cerumen," "ear drops," "otorrhoea," etc., are discussed. This part is more satisfactory, and contains a great deal of useful and interesting information. But, there is here also great want of arrangement; there is no attempt whatever made to classify the informa- wisely pre-supposing entire ignorance of the subject on the part of his readers, prefaces his remarks on " Voice and Speech" by a short sketch of the acoustics concerned in their production, the perusal of which will materially aid the reader in understanding the somewhat difficult subject which follows. The voice instrument, _ or larynx, has resemblance to three varieties of musical instruments, viz., the organ, stringed instruments, and reed instruments. These three varieties are shortly described by Dr. Bristowe, their points of resemblance and points of difference to the larynx being discussed. Dr. Bristowe concluding by suggesting, we think correctly, that the larynx may be best described as a reed instrument, but one " which in the main obeys the laws of strings, and which determines the notes of the voice in accordance with these laws." The nature of vowels and consonants, and the manner of sounding them are next ably discussed. Here the reader should verify the correctness of many of the statements by experiments on his own sound-producings organs, and thus impart a personal and therefore increased interest to his reading. The chapter on the affections of speech is one of the' most interesting in the book, but, from the limited space at our disposal we can do no more than mention it, recommending it specially to our readers, particularly that portion of it treating of " affections arising from defective education and the acquirement of bad habits." In conclusion, Dr. Bristowe gives a few hints on public speaking and singing, which are in keeping with the general excellence of the work.
